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I WILL ACHIEVE 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
I hope the holidays brought joy and peace to all staff, students, and families. As we begin 
the new year with hope and possibilities, we will focus on student goal setting for the 
upcoming quarter and their journeys toward graduation. 
 

ALA experienced a profound loss after one of our students, Antonia Alvarado, passed away 
in December. Antonia was an active student and brought light and joy to our campus; she 
will be greatly missed. The loss has deeply affected us at the ALA, and we will continue to 
provide support to our students and staff as our school community grieves. If you feel your 
student needs more support, please contact the ALA at 480-362-2130. 
 

To begin winter break on a healing note, the 
ALA took students on a field trip to the river on 
December 20. Our visit was led by the 
Community’s Environmental Protection and 
Natural Resources (ENPR) department. The 
beauty of nature, the calm, and the journey 
away from school allowed for students and staff 
to release stress and do some healing. It was a 
beautiful hike learning about different plants. 
Thanks EPNR for your time and expertise! 
 

When students return from break, staff will work with students and discuss how the school 
family would like to honor Antonia’s memory.  
 

As a school community, I encourage you to lean on each other, care for each other, and 
recognize the healing process is unique to each person. At the ALA, we greatly value and 
appreciate each of our students, and we are dedicated to their success.   
 

Respectfully, 
Jama Nacke, ALA Principal 

ALA CONTACT 
 

Jama Nacke 
Jama.Nacke@saltriverschools.org 

 

480-362-2130 
ALA.SaltRiverSchools.org 

JANUARY EVENTS 
 

6 Staff In-service, NO SCHOOL 
 

6 Education Board Mtg, 4836 N 
Center St, 5:15PM 

 

1/7 Second Semester Begins—
School in Session 

 

4 ENLC Family Language Night, 
SRES, 5:45PM 

 

10 Early Release 
 

10 Family Literacy Night, SRHS, 
5:30PM 

 

13 Early Release 
 

14 Young Parent Connection 
@ECEC, 4:15PM 

 

15 Native Language Class, 11:10AM 
 

15 ENLC Storytelling Night @SRES, 
5:30PM 

 

16 ASU Native Theater 10AM 
 

20 MLK Day, NO SCHOOL 
 

21 Anti-Vape Presentations, 9AM & 
10:15AM 

 

21 Education Board Mtg, 4836 N 
Center St, 5:15PM 

 

24 Early Release 
 

25 Saturday School @ALA, 9AM-
Noon 

 

28 AZ Dept. of Education Site Visit, 
8AM-1PM 

O’odham/Piipaash  
Word of the Month 

 

Aupa I’ivagidag Maṣad  
 

January 
 

Xly’a shenthik 
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 When you have mastered numbers, you will in fact no longer be reading numbers,  
any more than you read words when reading books. You will be reading meanings.  

- W.E.B. Du Bois 

 

EVIT Field Trip 
ALA students visited the East Valley 
Institute of Technology (EVIT) on 
December 6. Student learned 
about the many different areas of 
study at  EVIT, including aviation, 
culinary arts, health care, 
cosmetology, fashion design, 
welding, and more. ALA staff will 
work with qualifying students so 
they can enroll at EVIT in January. 
For more information about EVIT, 
visit https://www.evit.com/, or call 
the ALA at 480-362-2130. 
 

 
ALA Remodel  
It’s a new year and a new look at 
the ALA campus. We have a coat of 
fresh paint on our exterior walls, 
the student bathrooms have been 
remodeled, classrooms are 
currently being redesigned with 
new furniture, and a shade 
structure will be going up just in 
time for the warmer weather 
months. We would like to thank to 
the Community for its continued 
support, as well as thank Jerry 
Tedrow, our project manager, for 
his diligence and hard work. Come 
check out the ALA and see what’s 
new today—call 480-362-2130 to 
schedule a visit! 

https://www.evit.com/

